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ALFEA exposes loopholes in foreign
employment laws that help racketeers

The government should immediate-
ly cancel the recruitment license of reg-
istered Foreign Employment Agencies
who were involved in human trafficking
and other unlawful activities
Association of Licensed Foreign
Employment Agencies (ALFEA)
Chairman A.L.A. Hassami said vester-
day.

The Association also requested the
government to revoke the ‘complicated’
Family Background Report (FBR) sys-
tem that was introduced in 2013 and
should instead introduce a more ‘practi-
cal' system to prevent women with
infants from leaving the country as
migrant workers.

“Although FBR was introduced to
protect Sri Lankan families, it has now
been used by the human traffickers and
illegally operating middlemen for their
advantage,” Hassami said.

In 2013 FBR was introduced to pre-
vent women with children aged below

five from leaving the country for foreign
employment. Even for women with chil-
dren above five years they would only
be recommended for migration if satis-
factory alternative care arrangements
were in place to ensure the protection of
children.
“Even though the licensed agents, =
registered with the Sri Lanka Bureau of

Foreign Employment (SLBFE) discour-

age women with children less than five
vears of age migrating as workers, peo--
ple who want to leave always finda =

loophole to travel abroad, often through®
the assistance of racketeers. This is a:™"

problem because it's nothing short of ..
human trafficking and international
agencies are noting this,” he said. ¢

Many female migrant workers, who.
traveled illegally were easily exploitable
as there was no proper sponsorship, no
permanent place of work and could be
easily convinced to get trafficked to
other countries, he said.
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